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Michael O’Flaherty is Director of the European Union Agency for 
Fundamental Rights since 2015. He is a former Professor of Human Rights at the University 
of Nottingham and the National University of Ireland, Galway. From 2004 to 2012 he was a 
member of the United Nations Human Rights Committee, latterly as Vice-Chair. Mr 
O’Flaherty has held a variety of other positions at the United Nations, both at headquarters 
and in the field, in which connection he witnessed, reported on, and sought to mitigate 
human rights abuses in such places as Bosnia and Herzegovina and Sierra Leone. He has 
also served as Chief Commissioner of the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission, as 
Chairperson of the Irish Penal Reform Trust, and as Vice-Chair of the Universal Rights Group. 
A solicitor of the Irish Courts, O’Flaherty received his Doctor of Laws from the National 
University of Ireland and holds degrees in international relations, philosophy, and theology. 
 

Dr Joanna Bryson is Professor of Ethics and Technology at the Centre 
for Digital Governance at Hertie School. Her research focuses on the impact of technology 
on human cooperation, and AI/ICT governance. From 2002-19 she was on the Computer 
Science faculty at the University of Bath. She has also been affiliated with the Department 
of Psychology at Harvard University, the Department of Anthropology at the University of 
Oxford, the School of Social Sciences at the University of Mannheim, and the Princeton 
Center for Information Technology Policy. During her PhD she observed the confusion 
generated by anthropomorphised AI, leading to her first AI ethics publication “Just Another 
Artifact” in 1998. In 2010, she co-authored the first national-level AI ethics policy, the UK's 
Principles of Robotics. She holds degrees in psychology and artificial intelligence from the 
University of Chicago (BA), the University of Edinburgh (MSc and MPhil), and Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (PhD). Since July 2020, Prof. Bryson has been one of nine experts 
nominated by Germany to the Global Partnership for Artificial Intelligence. 



 
 

 Miha Lobnik has since 2016 led the process of establishing the 
Slovenian independent equality body Advocate of the Principle of Equality, which enabled 
Slovenia to fulfil its obligations under the European Equality Directives. Since 2019, he has 
also been a member of the Executive Board of Equinet, the European Network of Equality 
Bodies.  
As a student, he founded the NGO Legebitra, the first Slovenian LGBT youth organization 
that with years became one of the most visible LGBT NGOs in Slovenia and achieved 
remarkable progress in securing legal rights for the LGBT population. He also worked 
internationally in the field of LGBT rights, among others for ILGA Europe in Brussels both in 
its office in Brussels as well as its board member.  
In Slovenia, he developed and led the innovative program of Community Based HIV Testing 
which led to a significant decrease of the HIV epidemic in Slovenia. He also worked as an 
advisor in the area of students’ social rights.  
 
 
 

 Dr Maja Bogataj Jančič is the founder and head of the Intellectual 
Property Institute, a private research and consulting institution. Maja graduated from the 
Faculty of Law in Ljubljana (1996). She obtained her Master’s degree at the Faculty of Law in 
Ljubljana (1999, Economy), at Harvard Law School (2000, Law) and at the Faculty of Law in 
Turin (2005, Intellectual Property). She also holds a Doctoral degree from the Faculty of Law 
in Ljubljana (2006, Copyright). She is the author of many publications in the field of 
intellectual property and co-author of various books regarding the internet and intellectual 
property law. 
Her research and academic work is focused on intellectual property, especially copyright. 
She participates in different international projects. Maja is an arbitrator in alternative 
dispute resolution proceedings for the resolution of domain name disputes regarding the 
use of the top-level domain .si and a representative for trademarks and designs. She was in 
charge of the project Creative Commons Slovenia and since 2019 she is Representative and 
Legal Lead of the Slovenian Chapter in the Creative Commons Global Network. She is also 
a member of the Communia association that advocates the expansion of the public domain 
and the increased access to and reuse of culture and knowledge. 
Maja is also co-chair of the GPAI Data Governance Working Group. 
 
 



Kilian Gross is Head of Unit A/2 in DG CNECT responsible for policy 
development and coordination with regard to Artificial Intelligence since January 2020. 
Following the work of the High-Level Expert Group the Unit has drafted a White Paper on 
Artificial Intelligence, which presents the options on how to promote the uptake of Artificial 
Intelligence and how to address at the same time the risk associated with certain uses of 
this new technology. Based on the results of the Public Consultation on the White Paper, in 
April 2021 his Unit has proposed a legal framework, aiming to address the risks generated 
by specific uses of AI as well as an updated Coordinated Plan aiming to align AI policy 
support measures among EU Member States. The Unit is currently following up the process 
for the adoption of the legal proposal as well as the implementation of the Coordinated Plan 
on AI. 
Beforehand Kilian Gross was a member of the Cabinet of Commissioner Oettinger, Deputy 
and Acting Head of Unit of Unit A/1 within DG ENER, member of the Legal Service of the 
European Commission and an in-house lawyer mainly for competition law issues.  
 
 

Matthias Spielkamp is co-founder and executive director of 
AlgorithmWatch (Theodor Heuss Medal 2018, Grimme Online Nominee 2019). He testified 
before committees of the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, the German 
Bundestag and other institutions on automation and AI and is a member of the Global 
Partnership on AI (GPAI). Matthias serves on the governing board of the German section of 
Reporters Without Borders, the advisory councils of Stiftung Warentest and the 
Whistleblower Network and the Expert Committee on Communication/Information of 
Germany’s UNESCO Commission. He was a fellow of ZEIT Stiftung, Stiftung Mercator and 
the American Council on Germany. Matthias is editor of the Automating Society reports and 
has written and edited books on the automation of society, digital journalism and Internet 
governance. He holds master’s degrees in Journalism from the University of Colorado in 
Boulder and in Philosophy from the Free University of Berlin. 
 
 

Catelijne Muller, LL.M., is President and co-founder of ALLAI, an 
independent organisation that promotes responsible development, deployment and use of 
AI. She is a former member of EU High Level Expert Group on AI, that advised the European 
Commission on economic, social, legal and ethical strategies for AI. She is AI-Rapporteur at 



the EESC and was Rapporteur of the EESC opinion on Artificial Intelligence and Society, the 
EESC opinion on the EU Whitepaper on AI and the EESC opinion on the EU AI Regulation 
(upcoming). From 2018 to 2020 she headed the EESC Temporary Study Group on AI and she 
is a member of the EESC Digital Single Market Observatory. She is a member of the OECD 
Network of Experts on AI (ONE.AI). She advises the Council of Europe on the impact of AI on 
human rights, democracy and the rule of law. Catelijne is a Master of Laws by training and 
worked as a Dutch qualified lawyer for over 14 years prior to committing her efforts to the 
topic of Responsible AI.  
 
 

Gregor Strojin, LL. M., is the Chair of the CAHAI (Ad Hoc Committee 
on Artificial Intelligence at the Council of Europe) and Senior Advisor to the President of the 
Supreme Court of Slovenia. Gregor's interests and experience lie in the crossroads of 
technology, information, human rights and law, both from theoretical, practical and policy 
perspectives, and he has contributed to many acclaimed projects improving the 
effectiveness, quality and access to justice. Gregor has also served as the State Secretary at 
the Ministry of Justice of Slovenia, is a member of the CEPEJ (European Commission for the 
Efficiency of Justice) and its CYBERJUST working group and collaborates on related policy 
issues with other organizations.  
 
 

Louisa Klingvall works in the Fundamental Rights Unit of the 
European Commission DG Justice since 2012.   Her main focus of work  comprises 
fundamental rights aspects  in the Commissions Digital Single Market files. In this capacity 
she has been closely involved in the Commissions work on illegal content, disinformation 
and more recently, artificial intelligence.  She is a team leader charged with ensuring the 
overall coordination of the anti-racism team and consistency of legal and policy outputs 
and of the team managing the Code of Conduct on illegal hate speech online. 
 
 

Dr David Leslie is the Ethics Theme Lead within the public policy 
programme at the Alan Turing Institute. He is the author of the UK Government’s official 
guidance on the responsible design and implementation of AI systems in the public sector, 
Understanding artificial intelligence ethics and safety (2019) and a principal co-author of 



Explaining decisions made with AI (2020), a co-badged guidance on AI explainability 
published by the Information Commissioner’s Office and the Alan Turing Institute. He was 
a Principal Investigator and co-author of the NESTA-funded Ethics review of machine 
learning in children’s social care (2020) and is now Principal Investigator of a UKRI-funded 
project called PATH-AI: Mapping an Intercultural Path to Privacy, Agency and Trust in 
Human-AI Ecosystems. David is also a co-author of Mind the gap: how to fill the equality 
and AI accountability gap in an automated world (2020), the Final Report of the Institute for 
the Future of Work’s Equality Task Force. His other recent publications include the Harvard 
Data Science Review (HDSR) article, “Tackling COVID-19 through responsible AI innovation: 
Five steps in the right direction,” (2020), Understanding bias in facial recognition 
technologies: An explainer (2020), and “The Arc of the Data Scientific Universe,” (2021) also 
published in the HDSR.   
Before joining the Turing, David taught at Princeton’s University Center for Human Values 
(UCHV), and held academic appointments at Yale’s programme in Ethics, Politics and 
Economics and at Harvard’s Committee on Degrees in Social Studies, where he received 
over a dozen teaching awards including the 2014 Stanley Hoffman Prize for Teaching 
Excellence. He now serves as an elected member of the CAHAI Bureau. David is also on the 
editorial board of the Harvard Data Science Review and is a founding editor of the Springer 
journal, AI and Ethics. 
 
 

Karine Perset heads the AI Unit of the OECD Division for Digital 
Economy Policy in Paris. She is in charge of the OECD.AI Policy Observatory and the 
OECD.AI Network of Experts (ONE AI). She focuses on trends in development and diffusion 
of AI and on opportunities and challenges that AI raises for public policy. Karine was 
previously Advisor to ICANN’s Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) and yet before was 
the Counsellor of the OECD’s STI Directors.  
 
 

Dr Marielza Oliveira is the UNESCO Director for Partnerships and 
Operational Programme Monitoring, Communications and Information Sector, since 
February 2021. From 2015 to 2020, she was Director of UNESCO Beijing, covering the 5 East 
Asian countries. Previously, she was the global Results Manager (data scientist) for UNDP, 
where she also held positions as country manager for a portfolio of Latin American countries 
(2001-2015).  Previous positions also include Systems Engineer at the US Army Construction 
Engineering Research Lab/USACorps of Engineers (US, 1987-1991, where she was 
responsible for AI systems development), senior consultant at Fundacao Dom Cabral (Brazil, 
1995-1999), and Director of Executive Education at Ibmec Business School (2000–2001). 
Marielza holds a Master of Science in Finance (1990) and a Ph.D. in Business Administration 
(1995) from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA.  
 
 



Dr John Shawe-Taylor is professor of Computational Statistics and 
Machine Learning at University College London and Director of the International Research 
Centre on Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI) under the auspices of UNESCO at the Jožef Stefan 
Institute in Slovenia. He has helped to drive a fundamental rebirth in the field of machine 
learning, with applications in novel domains including computer vision, document 
classification, and applications in biology and medicine focussed on brain scan, immunity 
and proteome analysis. He has published over 250 papers and two books that have 
attracted over 80.000 citations. John has assembled a series of influential European 
Networks of Excellence. The scientific coordination of these projects has influenced a 
generation of researchers and promoted the widespread uptake of machine learning in 
both science and industry that we are currently witnessing. More recently he coordinated 
the X5gon (x5gon.org) European project developing infrastructure and portals for AI 
enhanced delivery of educational materials. 
In November 2018 John was appointed UNESCO Chair of Artificial Intelligence and he is the 
leading trustee of the UK Charity, Knowledge 4 All Foundation, championing the cause of 
open education and also helping to establish a network of AI researchers and practitioners 
in sub-Saharan Africa. 


